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difficult question, that I shall not repeat them, but I know from
my diplomatic experience how easily the settlement of differences
between nations can be prejudiced by the creation of political
atmosphere, and it seems to me that violent writing and speaking
on this subject, both in India and elsewhere, can only have the
effect of hampering our efforts, and of retarding, and even of
imperilling the solution of a problem in which India takes so
profound an interest.

You mention in your address the obstacles impeding the
free emigration of Indians to the various dominions and colonies.
I am glad to see that you recognize that in this case the fault
does not lie with the Government of India, though you should
in justice to His Majesty's Government admit that in the case
at any rate of these governing dominions, the fault does not lie
with the home Government, for in these matters His Majesty's
Government, however sympathetic it may be to Indian aspira-
tions, cannot impose its will upon the Governments of the self-
governing dominions. As you doubtless know, both the Secretary
of State, and my predecessor, Lord Chelmsford, have done
their utmost to remove the disabilities of which you complain,
and to secure for Indians the full rights of citizenship within
the Empire. Our efforts have not hitherto been so successful
as we could have wished, but I can assure you that we shall not
falter in our task. The problem of reconciling two widely divergent
points of view on this matter is one of great difficulty, but I
have great hopes of happy results from the visit to England of
two Indians, two distinguished representatives on the Imperial
Conference now sitting, His Highness the Maharao of Cutch and
the Hon. Mr. SastriL It is with the greatest satisfaction that I
learn from the newspapers that these gentlemen have made a
profound impression on the other members of the Conference,
and I shall be grievously disappointed if their efforts have not
tangible results.

You have expressed regret that the principle of responsibility
has not been introduced in the Government of India, Well,
gentlemen, you are well aware that the present form of Govern-
ment was never intended to be final. It was devised for a period
of transition. It is in itself an immense advance upon the past,
and marks the confidence reposed in India by the British, You
have expressed your profound disbelief in attempts at short cuts
to the goal of self-government by whatever label they may be
described. I venture to express agreement with this view. In
the language of the famous announcement of August, 1917,